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Mutual Aid for Recycling in Baltimore City  

For those who have not seen, Baltimore City has suspended curbside collection of recyclables until Nov. 

1. Baltimore’s Department of Public Works (DPW) said the move was necessary because of the 

additional volume of waste being generated since the pandemic struck combined with the absence of 

workers, either from COVID-19 or from fear of being exposed to it. Baltimore City residents have the 

option of taking their recyclables to one of 18 collection locations around the city until curbside recycling 

begins again.  

The change has led some residents to question the program anew, asking whether the paper, plastic, 

aluminum, and glass from household consumption put out for collection -- or now taken to a drop-off 

location – really does get recycled. Acting DPW Director Garbak in a written statement said 

unequivocally yes. Waste Management Corporation holds the contract with the city for sorting the mixed 

recyclables and sells the materials.  

Garbak reminds residents that recyclable materials with food in them and plastic bags cannot be recycled. 

Plastic bags shut the system down. For more information, go to 

https://publicworks.baltimorecity.gov/collectionupdatereally did get recycled.  

GOAT would like to hear from anyone who is having difficulty taking their recyclables to a drop-off 

center. We can pair you with someone who is making regular trips or simply take your recyclables to a 

drop-off location for you. Please contact John McKusick at 410-830-9225 or 

john.ca.mckusick@verizon.net.  

”Above all, don’t throw things away if they can be recycled or reused by others; waste is never a simple 

solution to any problem, it just moves the problem Elsewhere” (Ray Lovegrove [AKA “Hay Quaker”] 

from the blog “A Plain and Simple Place”).  

--Bess Keller  

Preparing the Homewood Garden for Winter  
Homewood’s native plant garden is now in its late summer/early fall glory. But soon it will be time to do 

a bit of clean up in the garden in preparation for winter. If you would like to help, please be on the 

lookout for information from Gary Gillespie about a couple of dates for weeding, pruning, and 

mulching. 

And how about getting your garden in order? Are you hoping that doing less work might be better for 

your garden? Well, just maybe that is true. You might enjoy reading this article from the Audubon 

Society about how going easy on fall yard work might be better for the birds in your neighborhood: 

https://www.audubon.org/news/to-help-birds-winter-go-easy-fall-yard-work.  

--John McKusick  

**** Current GOAT members are Carol Beck, Stan Becker, Gary Gillespie (clerk), Polly Heninger, Bess 

Keller, John McKusick, and Rachael Neill. GOAT is an open committee that meets monthly on the 3rd 

Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Library (presently on Zoom). We would love to hear your questions, concerns, 

and ideas. 


