
GREEN ORGANIZING ACTION TEAM: 

“GOAT NOAT” FOR DECEMBER 2020 

Jamie Demarco, a lobbyist for the Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN) and an 

associate member of Homewood Friends Meeting, briefed a group of about 20 Quakers from 

around Maryland on pieces of environmental legislation that will be introduced in the 2021 

session of Maryland General Assembly.  The meeting was held on November 17th and provided 

a wealth of information and inspiration.  While there is still uncertainty about how the Assembly 

will meet and what COVID 19 restrictions will be in place, the session will go forward!   

A key piece of legislation will be the Climate Solutions Now bill, which focuses on getting 

Maryland to a 60% reduction of carbon and greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 while also 

supporting the transition to a renewable energy economy and the creation of many new jobs in 

the solar and wind industries.  The bill addresses three major sources of carbon and greenhouse 

gas emissions: electricity generation, transportation, and building structure and use.  If this 

sounds like the Clean Energy Jobs Act of 2019, there are many common elements!  However, the 

goals of Climate Solutions Now are more ambitious - as they must be!  And there will be many 

potential impacts on the goods and services that people rely upon to provide heating, cooling, 

and cooking as well as transportation mobility. Think electric stoves, electric cars and buses, and 

heat pumps, with solar, wind, and geothermal providing the power.  The details of the bills have 

not been finalized, but look for more information from GOAT about the bills and how to get 

involved in supporting the legislation in January and February.  Certainly, it will not be easy and 

there will be a lot of politics involved.  CCAN is preparing for a 3 year campaign with specific 

objectives for each year's session of the Assembly. 

 

Want to learn more?  Check out the campaigns that CCAN is working on 

at:  https://chesapeakeclimate.org/maryland/.  And see how Quaker Voice in Maryland 

is preparing to get Friends involved in state legislation addressing climate justice among several 

others issues at:  https://www.quakervoicemd.org/progress. 

-- John McKusick 

Current GOAT members are Carol Beck, Stan Becker, Gary Gillespie (clerk), Polly Heninger, 

Bess Keller, John McKusick, and Rachael Neill. GOAT is an open committee that meets 

monthly on the 3
rd

 Sunday at 9:15 a.m. in the Library (presently on Zoom). We would love to 

hear your questions, concerns, and ideas. 

 

https://chesapeakeclimate.org/maryland/
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