
GREEN ORGANIZING ACTION TEAM: 

“GOAT NOAT” FOR JANUARY 2021 

In last month’s GOAT Noat, we introduced a key legislative initiative that will be considered by 

the General Assembly starting in January.  Climate Solutions Now is a multifaceted bill that 

addresses pollution reduction from several sources, transition to a green economy, and 

environmental justice for vulnerable communities.  The major elements of Climate Solutions 

Now include: 

·      Increasing Maryland’s greenhouse gas reduction mandate to 60% by 2030 and net zero by 

2045; 

·      Charging the Commission on Environmental Justice and Sustainable Communities with 

determining what percentage of Maryland’s climate funding must be spent in overburdened, 

underserved communities; 

·      Creating a Worker Transition work group that will convene leaders in labor, industry, and 

policy makers to make recommendations to protect fossil fuel workers;  

·      Planting 5 million trees, including 500,000 trees in underserved, urban communities; 

·      Increasing Maryland’s annual energy efficiency gains from 2% a year to 3% a year; 

·      Improving air quality monitoring at landfills; 

·      Requiring new State buildings to be net neutral and require efficiency gains in large 

residential and commercial buildings; 

·      Purchasing new electric vehicles as the Maryland fleet turns over; 

·      Prohibiting highway widening and unproven carbon capture and storage technology as 

emissions reduction pathways in our state climate planning; and 

·      Requiring accurate accounting of methane impacts and the use of best available scientific 

information in our climate plans. 

More specific information on the legislation and efforts to pass it will be forthcoming in the next 

few weeks.  GOAT anticipates bringing a recommendation on support for this bill to the Monthly 

Meeting for Business in February 2021.  More information can be found on the Chesapeake 

Climate Action Network (CCAN) website: https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/i-support-climate-

solutions-now/. CCAN is one of the four organizations focusing on the environment receiving 

monetary support from Homewood.  Others are Interfatih Partners for the Chesapeake (IPC), 

Interfaith Power and Light (IPL), and Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW). 

Members of GOAT include Gary Gillespie (Clerk), Carol Beck, Stan Becker, Polly Heninger, 

Bess Keller, John McKusick, and Rachael Neill.  We would welcome anyone interested in 

environmental work joining us! 
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