
GREEN ORGANIZING ACTION TEAM:
“GOAT NOAT” FOR MAY 2021

The Maryland General Assembly adjourned the 2021 session on Monday, April 12th.
Unfortunately, the environmental bill endorsed by Homewood and many faith
groups, the Climate Solutions Now (CSN) Act, did not pass as the Senate and the
House of Delegates could not agree on a key provision to establish a firm standard of
60% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030.

There were a lot of twists and turns in the saga of this bill. Quaker Voice in Maryland, an
advocacy group for the environmental, racial justice, and criminal justice concerns of
Friends, did an admirable job of keeping up with the changes and posting weekly updates.
While the failure of the bill to pass was disappointing, some of the bill’s provisions were
approved as separate pieces of legislation such as to plant 5 million trees by 2030, including
500,000 trees in underserved, urban communities and to purchase new electric vehicles as
the Maryland state  fleet turns over.

An interesting article on what happened to the Climate Solutions Now Act appears in the
April 13th issue of Maryland Matters:
https://www.marylandmatters.org/2021/04/13/climate-bill-dies-as-house-and-senate-fai
l-to-compromise/

Other environmental bills did pass. One requires the Public Service Commission to consider
the impact on climate of new projects that seek PSC approval. Another bill, the Transit
Safety and Investment Act provides funding for maintenance, repair, and replacement of
polluting forms of transit.  So, it was even still a productive session. For more details on
what passed and what did not, please view a recent debriefing session with Friend and
Homewood Member Jamie DeMarco of the Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN).
The passcode is 8Gds2@dP

News from the Garden:
A garden work session is planned for Saturday, May 8th at 10 a.m. All are welcome. In
addition to experiencing the pleasure of working with soil and plants, it is a chance for
some lovely conversation with friends. Contact Gary Gillespie for details.

Members of GOAT are: Carol Beck, Stan Becker, Gary Gillespie, Bess Keller, Luke Mayhew,
John McKusick, Rachael Neill, and Heather Ravlin
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