
Unified Efforts: Summer Program 2021 
 

The summer program forged ahead this year as a hybrid, with some 
online activities and some in-person. Unified Efforts this year had 31 
students in grades K – 12. Included were program facets that were 
nutritious (two hot meals a day), creative (a three-day music 
residency), academic (daily activity bags), and productive (writing for 
IBelongMagazine.com). 

Our unique and exciting music residency with classical violinist Daniel Bernard Roumain 
was a huge success. Our students got hands-on exposure to classical musical 
instruments, with instruction and demonstration by Daniel. We are so grateful for his time 
and attention, and the students had a very memorable week making music with Daniel. 

This music residency was an in-person experience, which Board member and Stony Run 
Friend Rich Thayer called a “low-contact compromise.” It took place in the Penn North 
neighborhood’s Gethsemane Baptist Church on Francis Street, which is around the 
corner from the site of the Unified Efforts future 
building site on Woodbrook Avenue. 

Everyone wore a mask, but they were able to 
be together, listen to Daniel, and make music 
together! It was a wonderful gift in every way. 
And the students also enjoyed lunch together at 
the church location. 

During the rest of the program’s weeks, students came in the morning to pick up a 
nutritious breakfast and a bag with activities chosen to support learning and minimize 

learning loss that can happen during 
summer break from classes. When they 
go back to school, Unified Efforts’ 
students will have this reinforcement to 
stand on as they get back into the school 
routine. It has been a long time, not just a 
summer away from school, but more than 
a full academic year away from in-person 
classes. Even the youngest of students, 
with the least experience of school, have 
had to deal with the challenges of remote 
learning. (Remember, in the summer of 
2020, Unified Efforts provided every one 

of our students with a brand-new laptop computer.)  

L/R Troy Mack, Sr. Shervonne Shuler, Annie Louden, 
Daniell Fauntleroy, Phyllis Ali, and Darren Fauntleroy 

UE’s K-8th grade students participated in a public service announcement  production at TBC, 
Marketing, one of UE’s corporate sponsors, for their input and participation in the filming of  
UE’s first PSA. It is designed to promote UE’s work and help raise funding for its $4.1 million 
Capital Improvement Project for the construction of a youth center and permanent home for  
UE in West Baltimore’s PennNorth community. 



Hot and nutritious lunch was also a daily feature of the program. 
When not in music residency (when lunch was served on-site), 
students returned to Gethsemane to pick up lunch. It was another 
opportunity to greet each other in person. We recognize 
the Gethsemane Baptist Church Culinary staff for the preparation 
of our daily hot, on-site meals for our K-8th grade students. 

Our high school students attended a weeklong 
writing workshop at Goucher College for the 
third year in a row! They have been attending 
since the program’s inaugural year, according 
to Board member and Stony Run member 
Adrian Bishop. This year, six students took part, and it was in-person 
on the Goucher campus. Our students enjoyed the Goucher campus, 
including lunch, along with the rest of the writing workshop students. 
Writing is such an important skill that it’s always welcome to have more 
practice and instruction. The week at Goucher provided both, and our 
students wrote pieces that will appear in a 
Goucher publication. 

They followed that with the second week of writing, this time 
for the production of articles for the 2021 edition of 
IBelongMagazine.com. 

Jennie Sherwin, Stony Run member, and a professional editor 
prepared a brand-new curriculum and led the workshop, which 
encompassed quite a bit more time than in the past. This year, 
the workshop took place Monday through Friday from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

On Monday through Thursday, Jennie presented a daily 
lesson on how to write a magazine article. She explained the 
“hook” that grabs the reader’s attention, how to collect 

supporting data, and how to 
credit the sources of that data. Students produced well-
written and captivating articles on a variety of subjects from 
the pandemic and remote learning to music to their plans for 
the future. Watch for the 2021 edition of 
IBelongMagazine.com!  

On Friday, reporter Megan Sayles visited the program to talk 
about her career as a Business Writer for the Afro-American 
newspaper here in Baltimore. 

 

Alana Swinton                     
6th year with UE 

 

Kamille Simmons              
3rd year with UE 

 

L/R Jeremiah Haynes (3rd year, UE), 
Eldon Clarke, Jr. (3rd year, UE), and 

Dorien Wallace (6th year, UE). 

Kamal Quickley, 6th year with UE 



We were fortunate to have enough tutors to work one-on-one with our student writers. 
Thanks go to Jennie Sherwin, who led the week, and tutors Jim Webner, Nancy Moore, 
Karie Firoozmand, and Elizabeth DuVerlie, who are Stony Run members as well. 

Additionally, our high school cohort received paid internships, provided by UE, Financial 
Literacy workshop from James David, Vice President, PNC Branch Manager, and Wendy 
McGrath, Ph.D.,  provided “Yoga for Teens/Mindfulness”, activities. 

Special thanks once again to Daniel Bernard Roumain for our music residency! 

Daniel Bernard Roumain is a composer of chamber, orchestral, and operatic works; has 
been nominated for a Sports EMMY for Outstanding Musical 
Composition for his collaboration with ESPN; featured as keynote 
performer at technology conferences; and created large scale, 
site-specific musical events for public spaces. 

 

 

Debbie Ramsey, UE’s founder and Executive Director’s yearlong planning, coordination, 
collaborations, and fund-raising campaigns assured another successful “a no at cost” to 
parents and an added fun-filled experience for the children. 

It was a truly memorable program for all who were involved with the Unified Efforts program this 
summer! Our students have benefited from all the love, care, donations, and 
efforts of our staff and volunteers, and they had the special gift of each other’s 
company in learning, sharing, creating, and having fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UE's mission is simple:  

reduce summer learning loss. Provide specialty, multipurpose and academic 
programs for students year-round to minimize academic loss when school-

aged children are out of school for extended times. 

 

“Love goes forth and simultaneously follows 
all intentional plans which honor a child’s 

creativity and well-being.” Debbie B. Ramsey 

Unified Efforts.org is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit organization 

Contact information:                                                                                                                                                                            
443-800-0566                                                                                                                                                      

unifiedefforts@comcast.net                                                                                                                                         
https://unifiedefforts.org                                                                                                                                                                

Mailing address:  Unified Efforts Inc                                                                                                                                                      
200 Cross Keys Rd #42                                                                                                                                                                  
Baltimore, MD  21210 

 

Home of the North Star™ 
Baltimore Kids 
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