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Environmental Legislative Updates from Annapolis
The pace of legislative activity in the Maryland General Assembly is building day by day.
GOAT is watching and advocating for passage of two key environmental bills.

The Maryland Environmental Human Rights (MDEHR) Bill now is listed as House Bill (HB)
0596. The number of the bill on the Senate side should be available in early February.
If approved by the House of Delegates and the Senate, this bill would establish a statewide
referendum for the November 2022 ballot. A recent poll indicated that 69% of Maryland
voters would vote for MDEHR if it is on the ballot. For additional information and to stay
abreast of the legislation, please see the MDEHR website at https://mdehr.org/.
The Senate is attempting to pass a comprehensive climate package. This large bill has been
submitted for consideration and is entitled Climate Solutions Now (just like last year’s
title). It is identified as Senate Bill (SB) 0528. The House of Delegates is considering a
number of bills, each of which would address key aspects of reducing carbon or methane
pollution. The bill numbers for these pieces of legislation have not been determined as of
January 31st . For additional information and to keep abreast of the legislation, see Quaker
Voice of Maryland (QVM) and/or Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN)
Join the Quaker Voice of Maryland distribution list and get information about other areas of
interest including voting rights and racial justice.

If you have questions or suggestions regarding this advocacy work, please contact Gary
Gillespie, clerk of GOAT, or John McKusick.

Changes to How and When Baltimore City Residents Will Have Curbside Recycling
While the City has cut back on curbside recycling due to staff shortages, Mayor Scott
has affirmed his commitment to providing opportunities for recycling. Additional
information about drop off recycling centers in the City:
https://publicworks.baltimorecity.gov/collectionupdate

In the news: Friends
may be interested to
read this recent article
on implementing the
Clean Energy Jobs Act.
Homewood Friends
were very active in
supporting this
legislation and helping
it pass in Annapolis in
2019. Our efforts are
making an impact in
Maryland and beyond.
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