
M argaret Thomas Carey was a Quaker and civil rights activist with  
 abolitionist roots. Her great grandfather, Friend James Carey, donated 

the land for the Sharp Street United Methodist Church (where the Centenary 
Biblical Institute—precursor to Morgan State University—was founded). 
Homewood Friends “re-discovered” their member, Margaret Carey, at the 
Lillie Carroll Jackson Civil Rights Museum, where Dr. Jackson had directed 
that a room in the museum honor the civil rights work of Margaret. 

Lillie Carroll Jackson, known to Baltimoreans as the “Mother of Freedom,” 
 skillfully used picketing and protests as part of a nonviolent strategy 

to eliminate Jim Crow segregation, locally and nationally. Her Eutaw Place 
home, site of many activist meetings, became the Lillie Carroll Jackson Civil 
Rights Museum after her death. The museum is an off-site unit of Morgan 
State University.

For Common Cause

◊	Recognized Quaker minister at 
Homewood Friends Meeting
◊	Peace activist and suffragist
◊	Served on YWCA Board of Directors  

for over 40 years
◊	Engaged in anti-lynching work with 

Dr. Jackson
◊	Chair of Maryland Civil Liberties 

Committee (precursor of MD ACLU)
◊	Hosted interracial gatherings and 

NAACP meetings at her Guilford 
home
◊	Mother of 6 children, including 

Richard Carey, who carried on her 
work with interracial fellowships

◊	Member of Sharp Street United 
Methodist Church where she 
delivered	fiery	speeches	urging	
African Americans to insist upon 
their rights
◊	Led Baltimore NAACP for 35 years, 

dismantling discrimination laws 
and mores and growing it into one 
of the largest NAACP branches in 
the U.S.; fostered the City-Wide 
Young Peoples Forum in 1930s, 
which conducted grassroots “Buy 
Where You Can Work” campaigns
◊	Mother of 4 children, including 

Juanita Jackson Mitchell, the 
first	African	American woman to 
practice law in Maryland, who 
married Clarence Mitchell Jr., 
national civil rights lobbyist

These two women, emboldened by their faith,  
worked tirelessly to eliminate racism and to  

empower women. Their work remains unfinished. 
They serve as models for us today.

Visit the Lillie Carroll Jackson Civil Rights Museum at 1320 Eutaw Place
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